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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 017180 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SA 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI NEWS BROADCAST 

REF: JIDDA 0456 

1 . WE HAVE REVIEWED CAREFULLY TRANSCRIPT OF DOD PRESS 
BRIEFING JANUARY 18 AND THERE IS NO REPEAT NO REFERENCE TO 
ANY "ERECTION (OR ESTABLISHMENT) OF AN AMERICAN MILITARY 
ESTABLISHMENT IN SAUDI ARABIA" NOR TO SUBJECT OF "ARMS 
SALES TO ISRAEL." IT IS APPARENT, THEREFORE, THAT ISRAELI 

NEWS BROADCAST WHICH AL-MANSOURI HEARD WAS SIMPLY IN ERROR 
OR MISUNDERSTOOD. 
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2. FYI. AFTER DOD SPOKESMAN'S BRIEFING ON JANUARY 18 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS OF DOD DISCUSSED BRIEFING ON BACK- 
GROUND BASIS WITH SEVERAL REPORTERS WHO ATTENDED BRIEFING. 

DURING THIS DISCUSSION POINT WAS MADE THAT MILITARY CON- 
STRUCTION REPEAT CONSTRUCTION IN SAUDI ARABIA IS A NON 
CEILING ITEM. DOD/PA OFFICERS ALSO POINTED OUT THAT 
PORTION OF THE PRESIDENT'S POLICY STATEMENT OF MAY 19 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


WHICH READS, "TO IMPLEMENT A POLICY OF ARMS RESTRAINT, 

I AM ESTABLISHING THE FOLLOWING SET OF CONTROLS, APPLICABLE 

TO ALL TRANSFERS EXCEPT THOSE TO COUNTRIES WITH WHICH WE 
HAVE MAJOR DEFENSE TREATIES (NATO, JAPAN, AUSTRALIA, AND 
NEW ZEALAND). WE WILL REMAIN FAITHFUL TO OUR TREATY 
OBLIGATIONS, AND WILL HONOR OUR HISTORIC RESPONSIBILITIES 
TO INSURE THE SECURITY OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL." END FYI. 

3. WE BELIEVE IF US WERE TO ISSUE PUBLIC DENIAL OF ISRAELI 
NEWSCAST THAT THAT WOULD CONSIDERABLY INCREASE INTEREST AND 
AWARENESS OF THIS ERRONEOUS REPORT - AND MIGHT INCREASE 
SUSPICIONS IN ARAB WORLD AND ELSEWHERE THAT US MILITARY 
INVOLVEMENT IN SAUDI ARABIA MAY INDEED BE MORE EXTENSIVE 
THAN IT IS. 

4. REQUEST EMBASSY ADVISE AL-MANSOURI IMMEDIATELY THAT 
DOD SPOKESMAN JANUARY 18 MADE NO SUCH REMARKS; THAT 
ISRAELI NEWSCAST AS AL-MANSOURI REPORTED IT WAS IN ERROR; 

BUT THAT WE DO NOT BELIEVE A PUBLIC DENIAL IS THE BEST 
COURSE AT THIS TIME, DRAWING ON RATIONALE OUTLINED PARA. 3 
ABOVE. AT YOUR DISCRETION YOU MAY WISH TO POINT OUT THAT 
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION IS GENERALLY NOT INCLUDED UNDER ARMS 
CRT! .TNG LIMITS AND ISRAELI BROADCAST MAY BE GARBLED 
REFERENCE TO THIS FACT. 
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